Smithy — an Iconic Building in Abkhazia
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Abstract: The paper presents certain peculiarities of traditional cultures related to cult sites,
such as smithy, based on fieldwork-ethnographic materials and scientific literature in Abkhazia.

Smithy, with its customs, was one of the ancient objects of cult worship in Abkhazia. The
cult sites also played an essential role in traditional and modern life. Traditional house elements
and related spiritual culture revealed a conservative nature. Therefore, many customs have been
preserved until today.

Due to the conflict, only a small number of Georgians currently live in Abkhazia, which
has conditioned the development of interesting ethnographic processes and supported the
establishment of exciting variations of cultural transformation. These circumstances determine the
topicality of the theme. The following topics were underlined within its frame: the ways of life of
the Georgian and Abkhazian people in the conflict zone and how they maintain their cultural
identity, providing insights into the different possibilities of ethnocultural identity. This topic is of
great interest to modern ethnological science, and in this work, specific examples will be used to
illustrate and generalize the issue.

The blacksmith's house was considered a sacred place dedicated to the patron deity of
blacksmithing. This led to the forge being worshiped as a cult building. Even after the forge lost its
economic function, it remained a place of worship for the deity of the Shashvi (thrush) cult. Until
the mid-20th century, small forges without economic purpose remained, where prayers and
offerings were made to cult objects such as anvils, hammers, and pincers. A cult hearth was arranged
near the eastern wall of the smithy, and a stone pitcher was buried there.

The forge was held in such high regard that it was considered more important than the
church. Legal proceedings, oaths, icon transfers, curses, and reconciliations were conducted here.
Sacrifices and prayers were offered in the name of the Thrush deity (Khechkhvama) in the smithy,
and people sought solutions to household problems here. The smithy was a true temple of Shashvi,
with an anvil as an altar. Even the site of the forge itself is considered a sacred place.

Thus, the forge is considered sacred and cult building, symbolizing prosperity and fertility.
While old written sources mention some of these customs, modern ethnographic materials reveal
the rituals performed in the forge and the sacredness of the place, which are still preserved in living
ethnographic practices.

Keywords: Smithy; Blacksmithing - Georgian-Abkhazian Traditions; Backsmithing Cult in
Abkhazia.
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B5930em, 56599 595 ) 03 Log35Mm BOAdMEO BsdFJEIML, DMAXIH ob GHYgdos
LogobgdM@ 58969390, MO30L0 MY LHALLZYMS3EIMMO - LOTdMEMMO AMIIOD
@5 39305 MEmO WMm3353, OMIJ0E SVILOMYdS, MMYMOF MJ0FoOHO OGSOl
930090900 303369630, s83bsBMS 3FJEMdOL IGMML - G593l - B0gdoMMYds. SB3bIBYG
39609gmbdo 0305905 858932l Igmeg 500 F0Msgl 56335L 90y s Fob Y39y LoliGogl
@5 36OLbBY 3099050 FMObLY0gd9h, HrMTolsg Yy39gesl 98obos (xsbsdos, 1899: 9).

sx3bsbgmdo QobLO3MMMGOMESE J0Y35690Mm©bIb M3065L, TgBowl (LobsG¥yenody,
2006: 147), 6596 UHsdsm, GmI ogo 93gwmdol mdgdmol 8sd3al  dogd dgogdbs,
OmIgedsg  J3sbmsb  Tgbgdom  Bobigob  290m0y3z9bs gzgws  wommbo, Go3  9@sd0sbl
LFOMEYdS YM3gWEEOME  3bmgMYdsdo. Fod3ze bIoMo QodMObsEds ©IBOE3JOOL 9
©OM(330L BMMHIMgddo (HBbds, 1988: 92-94). IEME30L s OIBOEJdOL MOGHWSETo
02olbdgds 3mgds Fsdzal Megobo 3©do30 SEGHM®OdMEOm - Bsdmbom. bodFgoerml
LolodsMomnml Hobodg HomBYs® dMOWYdIMML BHYMowDdg IBOEJOOLIZ0L  30MHEISOM
95032 MOH™  Imgerol  Lobxgars. 8s83aL 5BHM0dMGH0s 96 dbmwm© hogmbo, 56MHd9©
393bo3. bogm x9bsdosl Im3gogl LodFgwr Mo x0EJIO0L BHYJuE0: ,EOEM Jsd3Mm, 30U53
399mOB0gds 30000 IGOMNO 5 Fobmgdm d30 Lsbmgl, 4gbdol? ©og sdf3sL F9b6ds
396bds, 30465 9696 WsBIOREO0, v 53 gdgdo 365539 oM - @S WIMEHYSAL BBl
26M90bg. ©ALHOY60, OMIgEmsg bxgMom, MM ,d5d3e 0394mBqds Jsm JmGOL” s 56
b dolo gobGmolbgds, 3580639 §Y39(39b PoLEFsOMEGOOL 3OHMEILL s BoEol dmddgwl
5658950100 499M3bogdgb (Hxanamma, 1960: 73). 03005900l 85d30L msg3560L39doL ®Y
sx3bsBME BHEMOE05d0 D50 ierols Fog 0O MdOL, Iglodsdobsq, Lydgs®ml gobsbegdols, dolo
B d5EYJOOL BsBOHOLLL 935306 s.

sx3bsbg0do 339900, HMYMOE oblozmmMgdmmo Boddob MmbiGo@gdo s ©3Msgdols
39 GHABsbYOHbo OO 3530301393005 S FI3WI60m LEIRYOMdWHID, 013w gdm©bI6
5005305690L5 5 Fodgl FmEMOL 849595395, 9J0dd5dgds©, X9VMIMIOs®, 3Jmbsc dsmo
60O (39bL53MMNMGd0m IF ol sfyg3eol 98obmosm). 390l A9JMME3L 3969306
3909005305. 049 83990 OHMIer0dg bogrols bgl ool Bsdm3 3000900, 58 bols Bagmals bgwnls
3965306 5begds. 9390900 03530096 BMP0gMo 5360393, 56 Tggdermm sdEMIMAol
Do6m0Mgds, o6 539000696 Bo3bgdL FJgMHoligsb, 56 30003wbIb 39eL, 56 5@MYOBID BHOOMEOL
s bbgs (3Banba, 1955; Amxunmkar, 1969).

L59FgOM  5BHMOdME03Z> d19g3g 9603369 M396 Ol SLEIMEgdL  9F)EEMdOL
3@ do. gMgdels s BogmBL (33960, MeMmb) sbggg 3603369 m3zs60 gmbdaos 930LMgds
5906560bsl Ho@vowdo. bsdgaMgEmdo s s@bsBIMOL BmyogMm Lmagedo LsdlbzgM3wm
35390l ame-030dwo  fodmoEdgds oMs FodBMHDBY, 909990 ©0EIOS  LIMOGYISEM
bmbhoBy, Loog 91939 9hYy300 FMIFOH™ HBMAol, MmEIb LszMwEHM ©60dbmwgdol Bsdmbo,
domfimbo s gM9gd0o. 5590l Lobgl 19353800 Yds MIMPMOF 505305690030l 30M39w0
LSOMIMEM O 1BYMOBYM 05MVYdOL sTDOIOS, 0Ly 30M39wo Jb3zgM3dgfio®mazs 5330l
d0dsmm (5bogansgs, 2006: 117).

sx3bsbgmdo LsdFgml s 3F)Il 03039 3603369 Mds 3Jmbs, M3 FmMdmby
JOobBH0BMIM30L  Bogs®ls s  IN3EIWL.  sx3bsBYd0  LsdFgEwml  ,5-70Msbgbo“-ls
MHmgd©bgb s 939w mdol Ix8IM390 W3Mgd0L - ,05030“-L LodGMJsbobo, Lomzomm
Lobo d05Bbsm. 549D BMIOBIMYMBL  5506M060bOl MM Loz @™ boggdmdols
396Lo3MmMgdMo d60d3bgermds s Moyzsb0lEgds. sBbIBYdOLMZOL 0dEgbs OO 0ym
d0do 03005905 859305 S 5:506Mb0bIL 06587, HMA 5x3bsBO »Toe §3egB0STO SIS Yoed
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130@3L, 30069 LsdFgEwmdo (sbmgwsgs, 2006: 109; yomeysdg, 2011: 79; [xanamus, 1960: 76).
59 bLEMEEYIMES AbzgM3THoM35 WS WM(3Zd VW3Msgds o830l Labguby, 5939 bwgdms
LobodsME ™ boddol [oMdmgds, I30MOL30MYOME FHBIMYMS IR0EJ0S, o@D 49390,
39609905 s bbgs (sbogamsgs, 2006: 109; gomMasdg, 2011: 79; dsbos-mg@msdzoo, 2011: 124).
939090l sbdsMgd0om 159 F)ET0 0FSOMIOMPS B0E0. BoEoL J0gdol OHML 0@Ym©bILb
»90 boBOob 0535 o 3MYIBY BoJMBL s 3M3wHYB.

5x3bsbg0do LsdFgErM, MMAMOG LO3MWEHM boggdMds OO MY SHBOL bYAdgbE szl
39000b393580 35¢O™Mb0dooL LygMmM IBEMBGMdST0 MHRYOMOS. JMYMHEMBOL b bbgs Goody
565350l 990mbgn35d0, 63539l 03093l goolizgbab ol gws©, boerbols
®)09bom, 315905 F5d30 dMEOMFEHJOIL IMLRILOL 96 IGHMZIOS, bergrm V3B ,dod3L“
@5 ,900BIML {93090l TGOl Fw959535¢00 0gm 83F9I0, HMIgelsg J9MHdol BMbIz0s3
3Jmbgs d0b03Fgdmaro. LsdFgEmdo sEIMLsgergmol Fbstgl LMW EHM 3gMs 0TSMMGIMS.
390009mb 30 dofsdo Lsbgsdg z0bom Loglg 393600 0gm dofsdo Pogwraro. sbaogro ferol

OO, MbmEgLo, 35@M®Mbodool bgurddmgzsbgero bozm@Em bsdFgeml B356M3L BodxgH
999M5@ 5609009, Lobom 50IMb3wgmMOL3IGD F0sdMHDIds, LECIOMSMP MY sbol yz9ws F93ML

IWM(39300S O HBZ9M03L W3PS (d9b0s-MdMmsd30e0, 2011: 123). g™ Lobmzos Msz30L
9 mb9093do 50b0dbogls, MHmA 1153 FIIMO LoldTsODEML MHMELSE SBEOIGIS SRBIBYMTo.
,009B035660 ol b 30EMMdIE s 15305600 LOTsOICMEIGL Lok sOM 53bsYdI. 583bsBO, Mo3
65 d5¢5 5L, BYw90Erol MJdsl LodFgerml Hobsdg 39M 403d9@ogL“ (Labmgzos, 1950). bbgs
9330936900 5LEGHWMYOID, HMA Y390 OO ZoLdFOMOL MHMU, Lsd FgErmdo JoMgdMEo
13030 MBOM 36033600m3560 S IToxgMIdJO 0ym, 30009 93qlosdo (Mgbgz05d30¢r0,
1964: 167). LodFgowml ol }w9bdsoog 3Jmbs, MHmI  sg06Msdo  d03gsgsm  Lwywom
53500Ymxygd0,  OMIGLE 990  3MOIIMob  oBMJgds o  Fgumbmgs  v506Ml
53500394mx30Lm308 M3060L Loy Fogas s 39693MEMbs LbYMgdOLYD. 98 WmE3sL ™Mb
BWEs  MHoGIMEOo  AbbggM3wo - mbs, OGMIGELsE  FgIMOGIMYOEDID  9350TYMRL,
500mb53Wg0m J0sdMbgdHI6 s 0lig 3w s3WHIL (Mgbgzosdzowo, 1964: 168).
sx3bsbgmdo 0939, OMYMOE LEdYAMYI™MP0, 398mbobmeos B3gMEgdomo BsdsMmrols
9O®-9OM0 ggdgbBHo - boBby 25053gd0L Falo (Lobmgzos, 1956: 66), G@IGELs3 bo@od
30bmBsds - boBHBy 49053935 9P IOIM@. BsBHBY gos3gds ms30Lo  FobssGloms
399mbo@30lL 3mMIgdom MA3zgEglo BMEOSWIMHO YnBoSE dMIEobo®mgs s 85 mvy od
LoFoOPMEGOMH030 308  OML 5365930l ILXOL  MBEIMB3gEymgol  dgdobobal

Pom0mopabs. BBy gosEgdol  MHo@vseo  0wmGmol  93wglosdo s  LsdFyEw™mdo
O IOMP. gb Folo OLEHMMOMESE, YIS SOBYOMIPS S MBTJMMZY YmRsdos
00300050, 353050 35063 BoJLoMEYds s ol dglobgd BY30MOE Y300t MDOWIH
0500L.

Y39wsbHg Loddodm byddg oMol {dobos yomemyol g3egbosdo s bysdFgoermdo
bo@0od gobmBsds - bsBHBY 29053995 0M3EWIPMES. BOGO - 29S39IMNWL 93399,
©5590DgHgd@s. s80GHMA oL 30 Fgdmnbzgzsdo  B0doMmo3bgb. MPis S
50993l 0300m0 F0d9M105300096, MoAB 2963390 EMMOL goligerols 90y gu
09935 d90dwgdm©s 85(9g35ML ©sdMMBIdM©. $30@™AB 30633 bod by 49oL(399s 30MMBL
©905 - ) bLYFSOMOEO SOLOHMWEIOMES ol LogmEbewgdo, 35306 sOGLYdOL - sblboL
0@l dgolmargds.  2oblogzmM9gdeo  doerol ddmba  LodFgermdo  45o3995
d00Bbgms.  §Yg3ol  ©sdmog®gdol 9999l  4Mgddg BodmBol @sMEGHYds  5dob-b
60365309. B3 FgEMTo {4930l 96 FobMBAsL ILEMIgdOL T9d9Y 8F)Io FMHIIDHY
BogmBL 933653005, MO MOGYIOO LMW 0MZEGOMEs. sOLLYdS - oblby,
©sbLbs, 9MmY35M0  MHOGHWOE0s, MHMIgoE bs@GDY gosdagdl gdsmms. M3 bod by
390539990 O Y9300 MY sbo sdM{lygdms, §9yg3erol IMdGMBIdOL Megz30sb
Sb5E0WgdWs© 35(Y9356M0 boBl dalsfoMom Mbs bergdms, Msms GgdGMmawgds s {ygzwrol
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390500905 gMbM3s. 5OLHIOOL MOEWSE0, LS A0bMPBTS IMbS 0 MbEs BoEIMYdIMOyM.
939090l 96 LodFgowml  sMH3MLYdMdOL  gdmbggzedo,  s@Lbbgdol  MoGwYSEol
3955 gdSE bgdgdo 235M0L MBY39L 5EsT0bO 9B Loglzwglom 3oMo JMMZ9dMs.

15390 9-9PbMAMIRO0M0 oboergdom BBL, GMI 53 MOEYISWIdOL TgueIEgds S
390Y39¢0ws, 003005 o5  Fo0b3  9MUBYOMBL 5323500  305dBH03900.  MbmigLo
493963900 00869396, M3 0b6mBTsl HOEGEYISO (370 FM3e9bsd s Bods®nrols dogdols
a9l dgomEo 96O bs 2odmoyggbgdm@gl. dom MFoMo  gobmPsTsLmMIb ©s3oz3d0MYGOE
0G990bg LOMdIMO, M) MMIgGEodg 23500L FoMIMTogbgwro X9 3093 GMEbIEOs.
dobOHMBYwms MIM3egLMdS 58 M0EGMSOoL dgbobgd Fobve OMTo BodMMBL, o sd
b3 LsdFJw™do FobmBBS-U Tglobgd LomdMMdID, 306X35ML 0fgM9b. sg3zg, vy dsom
36™d096M 53580 Fg0mMHBgbo0s, HMI M) MOYLPSE 58 SPOWSL 1Y FIOEM 0YM A5T5MCIYO,
00 530wl dmfjofigdom 9d3g3056 s 393wolsl 306Mx35MVs3 0fgegb. Lmxngwdo, Loy
d39ws@ LsFJOW™M 0gm 5850000, 08 SEYOWBL MKsbol dsMm3s gsdobgMl - 56
d90dangdo.

056599060Mm39  sx3bsBgmdo 14 0563500  MBOE0SCMML®, ©ILZIHIdOL  Mg..
DomdommmEo 970Mbobwys - 839mdol ELILHsos s 60dbsgl AbmeEroml dgjdbols
(3965bg00L) EEgLOLFoMEL. sx3bIBYITO ,,050MB0bOL* 5©0b0IZBOL gH060 LEIbIMEHO 56
SOLIOMBL.  g3gws  MxSbL 3090 BHMOOE0S  ogal.  Foasd od59M00569dg0
1533509 550655 (306 BOIFYOWM). 55068 MOEWYSEOLMZOL JHMNO OEO 3300,
65996039 I30609 BMAoL LsbmgEro S MHOEIOL (353c0L) BHMEOLY 3930 IbsEYds. I30MY
Bmdol LobmEgdo MK sbol 9300 JoErgdolsmzolss #ob3m3bowo. sdObEIdOLLL 0fygds
©O9LLHIMOL B39O0 OGSO - MmxboL §936M0 8505353900L 95506530 F905b. 9356
dmi39e Mbmagll dodbgbs bgerdo 3s3amol bobash sdmmerowo 39¢0, MMIYBI3
003500l 9o goblobmzmmwo MHsdgbody v39bgwo s AbzgM3ws dgfoMmaeo bstol
3-00300¢005 §odmE3dmaro, dsmx39bs bgwrdo 30 030608 Fods MFo®msgl. LodFgwrm©sb
3990B3oLsl F0MYBOME0S 05MHPOL LOMES. BobEIdo EdMWBYBOLLL WME30L MOEGWYOIXMEmO
Bsfoero 96 LM gds. Lobol o BsBRsGHMGTo MbmEglio Joemgdol MobslfMgdomss
39039m6Mq0L ol LoGYz9dL, MG 99653y 9706580 [oMdmmgzs. 59 EOML Jowgdo ™Mo3056m
Jo@0830@g0msb  gPmo  9bmgdMwo  Lobmgdom  Ysbsb  Jomdol  bmMEoms s

©39H9w9gd0m Boglg LEOOE IS M LYRELMB. Y39es Ly YYMIgeml Fadgy 53 Lobogdl
(0303000 05365396 Loberol 39gwb.

©OLLHIMOL oMy F30609 bbom Mg Mmxsbol ™ozl LoglsMgMEm
bo9Fgermdo dodgogl Iglsfio®mo Logmbgwro (9593 - 839 gdol I8IMZ e W3005905L (fo0bgs
LeEMIMbL) AB3IO3E5 MBOL 56 Fsdoels bLFoMS396, 5FLMD MG MBO PBS MLsm¥ME
wb0dbm  mgmMo  Mbs  ogmb), dob 36  B0yzgdosh  d30wgdo, Fz0odz0gdo,
3300053309030, vy 3535 9boA OIS O XIO dbg o6 A9TMOZ3gdMs, ddoldz0owgdo,
00053300900, o0 930900 (d0Mm EMML A5dMbs3eolol boboo - 358030900,
©0ol3d300900(3), 30650056 bghbwysds My sb M, LogagzsMgmam bs3MHmbgz9wdo - bsdFgwrmdo
- 9306500  LEOMEEIds  Fsdol  bsbom  Boogloggdol  dmbsfowgmdom, ULbgs  g35M0lL
000035096900 - Mmxsboll gL, (3ol s HAEGdOL FBGHOEH Lobedo MRYd06.

L5939 mdo Y39wsbo JMdmbowbo d90sb s sMbmgdgmo Lsbomwmwgdom bgwdo
39O 3056 ML, dgrm33go - dsb3509M0 Mm(339L  S0M3eEgbl 8533L. m330L
OO0l J909Y FOMID FOOSL O 30396 Tglshot 3oMBHY3L - MbLL, 5439
535396 ©000™ 4306B0sL yz9ms 85953530630, s Y3 LEdFgE™Mdo 890sb s K} sddo
9926003909 bsALb3gO3Em LolbL FMgderl JgolibrMgdgb. dermEggwo dscmEbgbs bywdo
0090l bl - mbogols {30ML, By BsdmEdmwo bsdlbggM3wml 6936900m, ymwoms s
©30dwom, 37Ol bos@gbom, Fscrx3zgbs bgwdo ©0FIOL Fodso ©306mL s 3530056
0o g350L wmE3sl 95d30Lsdo MbMzbom dgofiomml HB35Ms30. MOMMGMEo 59535330
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3bmgdL Lobmgls, HMIgeoE mxsbol 3sdsl Fobslfot 53l Fsmmzol Bsdmdboero, 30093
9embge d98mm3eol §Mgl aMgderol 35639dm s ImMBOMO® 053IBOOWO YL, Lobsad
Loborgaro  Boofj390s. g39wms O3l momm  Fods ©30b6mU, 89ogmengdl momm  v)3dsls
LoB35M939 bmbhosb s Tbmerm 3ol J0gy dMHMbEId06 Loberdo, MM Losbowfierm
bBOHL doMbbbab (bsdoyo, 2021).

©sls336s: 659MM3o  HoMmIMoygbl 96033690 m396  [goml, ©oyb ™m3m3ocmgdem
sx3bsBgmMdo  9bMaGMsxzowo  oloegdol  s@AOWDBY dM3Mm39gds  dbgE0s, oG 9SS
9010193900, 506 06030 MGMs©  FMTomdobLl  Fgodegds s bBg  0dbgl
9m3m390o  olgmo  Asboergdo, MHMIWGO0E SBBIBYIPNO0PIB LodsOmzguml  bbgssolibgs
3mobgdo 0ym0Mmgdw LsHMmAsEMYd5d0 396 IR0JLOMPIL. s83bsBgMdo Mg gdm®BY
L539Obgm 60BN WgdOL m339 9®IJMby LodFgwrmgdo, Losz TbmemE WmE3s
dlbggM3dghoczs FoMdmgdl s aMgdeo, Bsgmho s Bodfmbo 3Gl mdogd@gdl
Dom0mMop9b9b. 5300950, Bod Fgwrml Boggdmds 4yz9ws OMMIo 3 Emmol 3bodgzbywrmgsbo
99050099690 gagdgbBHo ogm. XX Lor3mbols dgmeg bsbgzmosb xgsdMm03mwo GMmdol
05050900l 3MIM 531900l 9909390, LsdFJErmlb B39meEgds dmodoens, 5gMsd 8F9JOIELS S
Lo9Fgml  goblszMmMmgIMo  353BH030L3900m  93YMHMOM©BYD, bIMBMdOm  Jolio
5Q0R0M0  MHJE0Q0IMTs LOEIM(35305 03535, JIBMPMOIBOMO FoBogd0Esb BsbL, ™I
d3909© 09 Y439es mxsbdo b FJE™ S IFIIWO 0gm, Ol MbPIMBMdOM Y96 d6do
5 8990099 bLeOxol 3OHMmBLOMbBowds 8F9wgdds 993350 qL. LOTdMEMMO 158 FJO LM Y39es
QOO MRBL bO3MNMOP bS 3JMbms. 3Ys305 8FJWOIO ¥ 565, 535l 339 906 3Jmbs
9603369 mds s 1¥FJEEW™MTo MY 5GS Fs6bdo 39300 3JMbEs PsBW MO S MOGEWSEL
X obol MBOMBO 35953530 9093w9bs. LYdFJEML 3MEEGHMIMHOLS S JoLO MW3MHYdOL dodo

5 3m3Mdogds Mgdgs d9dmmBgbogro.
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